CHAPTER III
BANDIT CHIEF BECOMES A SAINT.

We shall now pay our homage to Tirumangai Azhwar, who
tained the supreme stage of a Saint after a successful course of
e of a bandit chief and a highway robber. God's blessings came
)OH this vagant Bandit and transformed him into a devotee par
cellence.

is Life's raptures.

His life was full of bewildering incidents. He was the son
a chieftain, Neelan, and was christened as Neelam, the junior
5 was born in Karthigai star in the month of Karthigai, in the
ar 660 A.D. He acquitted himself creditably in all arts and
iftsmanship of war. After his father's demise, he was appointed
lieftain by the then Chola King.

Years rolloned and Neelan ruled over his subjects satisfactorily.
? was apparently not satisfied with this dull hum-drum routine
d began to spend his days in boisterous revelry. One such day
saw Kumudavalli, a fair damsel of a spiritual kind whom he
sired to marry. But she insisted as a marriage condition that
should feed thousand poor every day without hindrance. Neelan
^ame enchanted in Kumudavalli's stature, beauty and divine
tlook, and did as he was bid. The state treasury was slowly
ing depleted on this account till at last Neelan thought it expedien,
lay hands on the well-to-do public.

e Bandit Chief at Work:

Neelan gathered his forces and commenced to waylay people
d rob them of their belongings. One of these days he saw from

perch on a tree that a fairly well-to-do marriage-party was
nding its way through the thick of the forest. His heart leaped
;h joy at the prospective gain and he quickly came down the
e and was lying in wait for giving them a surprise. The party
isisted of a rich beautiful bride being conducted by a fair and
tstandingly strong Bride-groom. Neelan with his men jumped
on the party and threatened them to part with their gold orna